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Correspondence from Germany 

--- 

(From Matheus Hantschko) 

 

Post 107 near Spremberg, April 3rd 1913. 

 

 Worthy Volksblatt Readers in far away 

Texas! 

  It appears that spring wishes to arrive 

earlier this year than usual. Easter 

happened already on the 22nd and 23rd of 

March and soon thereafter there were 

warm days. The beginning of April is 

warm and dry. The first mushrooms are 

already poking from the soil, they are 

called morels; the actual porcino won’t 

grow until the end of May, that is to say, if 

we have a wet year: they won’t appear 

until autumn in dry years, or not at all as, 

for instance, in the years of 1904 and 1911 

when mushrooms were very scarce. --- A 

new school was built in Zerke which has 

already been dedicated. I hear from 

Schleife that the first teacher and cantor 

Wieder has entered into retirement on 

April 1st and that his replacement, whose 

name I do not know, was installed on April 

3rd. While I’m talking about school 

matters, I will add the following true story 

sent from Krossen on the Oder: To a new 

ABC-aspirant at the school in Th., the 

starting rules for learning to read must 

seem like the evilest of all evils. Asked by 

the teacher to recite the “Our Father”, the 

youngster prayed trustfully, at the end, 

“…. lead us not into temptation but rescue 

us from the “Fibel”! … An event, which 

can’t escape some funny afterthoughts, 

took place during one of the last 

afternoons on Spree Street in Cottbus, 

opposite the restaurant Utz. Three couples, 

in their early years, wanted to take 

advantage of the nice warm spring-like 

weather by having a water party. Because 

of some unfortunate chance, the vehicle 

tipped over and the passengers became 

acquainted with the wet element in an 

unpleasant manner. All were soon brought 

to dry land and were able to seek relief 

from the shock in a pergola at the shore. 

On this occasion, the questionable 

advantages of the modern tight skirts were 

revealed. One of the participants, who was 

wearing one of them, was so constrained in 

her movements that she could not free 

herself from the unintended bath without 

the help from strangers. Of course, the 

mishap caused, as a result, an assembly of 

onlookers. 

  With friendly greetings to all Volksblatt 

readers in far away Texas, I remain your  

       M. Hantschko  
 

Translated by John Buerfeind 
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